CHAP. v            THE BURNING OF MELCARTH                  113
enterprise, and they returned to it to pay their vows when
their petitions had been granted.1 One of the last things
Hannibal himself did before he marched on Italy was to
repair to Gades and offer up to Melcarth prayers which were
never to be answered. Soon after he dreamed an ominous
dream.2 Now it would appear that at Gades, as at Tyre,
though no image of Melcarth stood in the temple, an effigy
of him was made up and burned at a yearly festival. For
a certain Cleon of Magnesia related how, visiting Gades, he
was obliged to sail away from the island with the rest of
the multitude In obedience to the command of Hercules,
that is, of Melcarth, and how on their return they found a
monstrous man of the sea stranded on the beach and
burning; for the god, they were told, had struck him with
a thunderbolt.3 We may conjecture that at the annual
festival of Melcarth strangers were obliged to quit the city,
and that in their absence the mystery of burning the god
was consummated. What Cleon and the rest saw on their
-eturn to Gades would, on this hypothesis, be the smoulder-
jig remains of a gigantic effigy of Melcarth in the likeness of
a man riding on a sea-horse, just as he is represented on coins
of Tyre.4 In like manner the Greeks portrayed the sea-god
Melicertes, whose name is only a slightly altered form of
Melcarth, riding on a dolphin or stretched on the beast's back.5
At Carthage, the greatest of the Tyrian colonies, a
1 Silius Italicus, UL   14-32;   Mela,      4-5).    The worship of Melcarth under
iii.  46;  Strabo,   Hi.   5.   3,   5, 7,  pp.      the  name   of Hercules   continued   to
169,  170, 172; Diodorus Siculus, v.      flourish in the south of Spain down to
20.  2 ;   Philcstratus,   Vita  Apollonii^      the time of the Roman Empire.     See
v.   4   sq.;    Appian,   Hispanica,    65.     J.   Toutain,   Les   Cultes paiens  dam
Compare Arrian, Anabasis^ ii.   16. 4.      I*Empire domain. Premiere Partie, L
That the bones of Hercules were buried      (Paris, 1907) pp. 400 sqq.
at Gades is mentioned by Mela (I.e.}.         * Livy, xxi. 21. 9, 22. 5-9; Cicero,
Compare Araobius, Adversus Nationes^      De   Divinatione^   i.   24,   49 ;   Silius
i.   36.      In   Italy   women   were   not      Italicus, iii. I sqq.t 158 sqq.
allowed   to   participate   in   sacrifices         3 Pausanias, x. 4. 5.
offered to Hercules (Aulus Gellius, xt          * B. V.  Head, Historia Numorum
o. 2; Macrobius, Saturn, i.   12. 28;      (Oxford, 1887), p. 674; G. A. Cooke,
Sextus   Aurelius   Victor,   De   origins      Text-Book  of  North-Semitic  Inscrip-
gentis   Romany    vi.    6 ;    Plutarch,      ttons, p. 351.
Quaestiones Romanae, 60).    Whether         6 F. Imhoof-Blumer and P. Gardner,
the priests of Melcarth at Gades were     Numismatic Commentary on Pausanias,
celibate, or had only to observe con-     pp.   10-12,   with   pL A;   Stoll,   s.v.
tinence  at  certain   seasons,   does  not      " Melikertes,"   in  W.   H.    Roscher's
appear.     At Tyre the priest of Mel-     Lexikon der gritch. und rom. Mytko-
earth might  be married (Justin, xviii.      logie^ ii. 2634.
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